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topic of the 27th round of leadership training to be very relevant for my personal life
and ministry. Here are some of the points
that I took note on: a) look out for the
ostracized within the church, b) embrace
painful lessons as teachable opportunities,
c) know that membership comes with rights
and responsibilities, d) not to be afraid of
opposition when standing on the truth.
 Participant: Since I am a church
leader, I feel blessed to have the opportunity
to be part of this training. The lesson I
learned will minimize the possible damage I
could inflict on my ministry or my personal
life. This training has helped me change my
outlook on my relationship with Jesus—
living for his glory. I also realized that there
is no change without sacrifice.
 Fekadu Yirga: I have always wanted
to learn more about Christianity. I was sent
by my church to Sendafa, Ethiopia as a
local missionary. It is there where I found
out about this training. Through this training I learned that we have to let go of
non-productive habits. We also have to fix
what we have messed up. I am responsible
for my own actions.
 Pastor Ayalnesh Desta: I have
gained a lot of knowledge from this training, especially in the area of psychology. I
have noticed how it has impacted me
personally, my family, and my ministry. I
am grateful to Dr. Melese for his influence
on my life.





Glorifying God in Our Pain



I was recently reminded of an experience I had over 30 years
ago. At the time, I was young in my faith and did not understand
much about God. Fortunately, I lived with a family of five siblings
who grew up in a Christian home with a strong foundation. We all
had moved to America within 3 years of each other. I learned how
to walk with Jesus watching them live their daily lives in total
dependence on God.
One particular incident that left an impression on my heart took
place when their mother, who was in the middle of a process to
come to the U.S. for one of her daughter’s weddings, unexpectedly
died after a fall. I remember the morning they received the phone
call. It was heart-wrenching and confusing for me. Why would God
do this so close to the wedding? How does that make sense? Would
He raise her from the dead? Is that the plan? We prayed, cried, and
mourned with them. There was no resurrection. That was not how
he planned to be glorified. He was glorified in their mourning.
The Begashaw children, in the midst of their mourning, had to
decide whether to cancel the wedding or not. As I remember, they
had a closed-door family meeting and came out with a decision to
go ahead with the wedding, which was about a month away. In the

midst of their confusion and mourning, they acknowledged God’s
sovereignty. These young adults, who were away from family in a
faraway country, were living out the faith that their departed mother
had instilled in them all of their lives.
They could not afford to go back for the funeral, but at the wedding they celebrated their mother being with Jesus. After dinner, the
siblings formed a circle with arms around each other’s necks and
sang songs of worship to God. There was not a dry eye in the reception hall. As young as I was in my faith, I remember being envious
of their situation. Don’t get me wrong, I did not want my mother or
anyone else to die, but I was attracted to the opportunity to glorify
God.
So, you might wonder what triggered this memory in me. It was
a sermon on Job. I learned in a new way that there is beauty in
mourning. I don’t know of anyone in my lifetime who has suffered
as much as Job (or even close). But no matter the depth of our pain,
God is worthy of our worship and that is what Job taught us. And
when we allow God to be glorified in our pain, our hearts are
strengthened, our faith increased and the onlookers are blessed because they get a chance to see the glorified God .
I believe that God wants to reveal himself to us more than answer our whys. That is what he did for Job through the 70 plus ques-
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tions he asked him (Job 38-39) and Stephen as he stood falsely accused (Acts 6:815). How about Peter, who was discouraged and went back to fishing (John 21:125)? How about Thomas (John 20:24-29), when he doubted the resurrection? Also,
the broken-hearted Mary at the tomb (John 20:14-16) and the grieving men on the
road of Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)? He revealed himself to all of them.
I have had my share of losses in my lifetime. And with each loss, I clung tighter
to God, not because I understood what I understand now, but because there was no
one who had a better offer than him. Oh, am I ever so glad the Holy Spirit enabled
me to do so. As I desperately clung to him, he removed layers of veils from my eyes
to reveal more of himself to me. And through these experiences I have been profoundly transformed in my inner being, emboldened in my faith and trust.
Therefore, I would live my painful experiences a million times over to see the
God I have seen. I am convinced that if we can’t say that after a hardship then we
have missed an opportunity to see God. And that, I think, would be a waste of our
pain. Is God glorified in your pain?
Sossena Maybury
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