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When Faith i]s

I believe that everything that happens to us in life is an op-
portunity to see and know God. And as a child of God and a
follower of Jesus, I am confident that nothing comes my way,
in any way, shape, or form, without God knowing about it.
But the authenticity of belief and confidence is confirmed
only through trials and tests. One example I would like to
share in this article has to do with trusting God in the area of
finance.

I have been blessed to be working in this ministry for the
past 16 years. God has grown me in many areas of my life,
especially trusting him in the area of finance. Over the years,
the board has made sure that I would be the first to get paid
when funds were low. I have watched my boss wait to cash
his paycheck until there were enough funds for him to do so.
We all prayed and trusted the Lord to provide and He always
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C h a"ay %paﬁs,gilrgil& couple of years ago when things changed.

It was my tu

For the first time, in years, [ was told to hold off from cash-
ing my check. That was not something that I ever expected. I
was comfortable the way things were going. I was trusting
God and praying for our financial situation. But that was only
true as long as I could continue to cash my check. I wish I can
tell you that it did not challenge my faith, but I can’t because
that was bad news and it did challenge my faith. To tell you
the truth, it shook me to the core. All the faith that I had in
God’s providence was apparently for my boss’ check, not
mine. God revealed to me that my trust was more in the board
and my church, the biggest supporter of our ministry, than in
Him. It is amazing what we think we know about ourselves
and what God actually sees.

In the face of my reality, I had to fight off fear and doubt

and hold on to the truth that God would take care of me. I had
(continued bel owé)
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Since that time, I have had to hold off
cashing my check a few more times, but
the fears and doubts are becoming less and
less. I am growing in my trust and know-
ledge of God. And I continue to learn that
faith is not true faith until it is tested.

‘to dig deep and see how I saw God and
what I truly believed about Him. Do I real-
gua ly believe what T profess? Do I have a coi-
rect view of who God is? Will I surrender
to fear and crumble under the weight? As I
wrestled through these qucstions, I remem-
018 bered how He had taken care of me for ail
these years and that to the faithful He
shows himself faithful. (Ps. 18:25)
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