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Updates, Service Opportunities, Prayer Concerns and More…

Dear Friends & Partners,
Apostle Paul writes to his spiritual son, Timothy, “You therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus, and
the things which you have heard
from me in the presence of many
witnesses, these entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also” (2 Tim. 2:1-2).
Here, Paul gives us the essence of the equipping relationship—investing our experiences, our life and all that
we have to inspire and equip others. In recent years I
have been asked repeatedly by different people, especially by those who very much appreciate our ministry,
“Melese, you have accepted God’s call and entered into
full-time ministry and served for so many years. God
has blessed and positioned EOM in such a way that you
have the opportunity to impact thousands of Ethiopians
around the world. When your time on this earth is up,
who is going to replace you? Have you prepared someone who can follow in your footsteps and carry your
vision into the next generation?” “Yes, I have thought

about it, and I am working toward
that goal” is the answer I give.

EOM Head Office

The Spirit of God is moving powerfully in Ethiopia, the
church is stirring and reaching out, and new souls are
coming to Christ in larger numbers now than ever before. Yet, there are still millions upon millions who
have not yet heard the gospel. For now there is a great
opportunity and wide open doors to preach the Gospel,
but we don’t know when those doors will close. Therefore, young people who have the calling and a compas-

Church Leadership Training participants in Addis Ababa, Sept. 2008

sionate heart must be trained and sent out to reach out to
millions of the lost people of Ethiopia. Those of us who
have committed ourselves to rescue the perishing have
to do all we can with all we have. I feel this is a unique
moment for Ethiopia. The past few years God has been
impressing heavily deep down in my heart to go forward with the idea of equipping and developing both
current and emerging generations of leaders.

Gospel For Rural Ethiopia coordinators, after intensive leadership training.
Pictured in front of local church office, Southern Ethiopia, Sept. 2008

My long-time dream has been to establish a leadership
training and resource center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
As we have reported to you in our previous issues of
News & Views, this dream has become a reality. Our
initial idea was to purchase a property that has adequate
Continued on page 5
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As we pause from our busy lives to thank God for His goodness and His abundant
provisions on Thanksgiving Day, we have so much to be thankful for here at
EOM.
From the committed long-term ministry partners who pray and support us
regularly to those who are prompted from time to time to stand by us, we
are thankful for each and every one of you. As we have said in the past, you
are like Aaron and Hur (Exodus 17:8-13) for EOM─part of our strength for the
fight against the darkness of this world, beaming the light of God’s word over the airwaves and spreading it through print materials to millions of Ethiopians.
Thank you for your prayers. Thank you for your financial support. Thank you for the encouraging
notes, e-mails and phone calls. Thank you for offering your time and talent to make the operation
of EOM flow smoothly. Thank you for the diligence you have shown for the Lord’s work and for
the gospel to be preached to all nations. THANK YOU, AND MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU.

After working on the project for
over eighteen months, we are
pleased to inform our ministry
partners and fellow Ethiopian
Christians that the first Amharic
Audio Bible (Old & New Testaments) is available on CD and
MP3.

At a recent EOM Ethiopian dinner, I mentioned to Misiker that I
did not need the meal to motivate
me to support EOM. A few days
later he asked me to expand on
that theme.

Simply put, supporting ministry in
Ethiopia continues what God
called me-and Martha-to do decades ago. After
We shared with you in our last
military service, I had received God's direction,
News & Views how beneficial it is to have this
Amharic audio scripture. It will be a very effec- always gentle, always gracious - a vocational idea
tive tool in reaching millions of Ethiopians who corrected, a new thought offered, a word of councannot read and write and those who live in
sel, another direction in education (seminary), ancountries that ban Christians from practicing
other door closing, then encouragement for mistheir faith. We will start transmitting the resion service, but also a pause for Stateside pascorded word of God on our daily radio programs twice a week.
toral experience at home required before appointment to far places, then looking for the mission
Please pray with us and for us, that the good
board's least developed area - Ethiopia! Almost
Lord will provide the resources to make the
Amharic audio Bible available on CD, MP3 and ten years in preparation, I was not surprised to
solar-powered players.
find myself saying on arrival "This country was
made for me." And, Martha, in early childhood an
Thank you to our friends and partners who
MK in Ethiopia, had been just as clearly preprayed for the audio Bible project, for the encouraging words, and for sending in your gifts
pared. Our marriage and family life with our five
to help with expenses. We are excited to see
children's early memories there shape the Ethiothe fruit of God’s word; who knows who we will
pia - Vandevort Network, while the joy of serving
touch! 
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~~ Grateful ~~
We want to thank you for your generous giving in spite of a struggling economy. We raised a total of $ 10, 350 at the October 2008 fund-raising banquet. which will enable us to cover expenses for our daily radio broadcast and other audio and
print resources we produce here at EOM.
We thank all of you who attended the banquet and gave what was on your heart. We also want to thank our friends and partners who could not come but wanted to take part in the outreach program by sending their gifts. We are grateful to all of you
and to God who has enabled you to experience the joy of giving to His work.
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Where He Leads, He Provides
Sossena Maybury

Anyone who is serving God in a ministry, especially on a
full-time basis, has to have a call from God on his or her
life. Otherwise, the person and the ministry won’t last
long. There are many challenges being in a ministry. One
of the major ones is finances. If one is sure of God’s calling, then one can rely on God for everything, knowing and
believing that where He lead, He provides. This is so true
of Ethiopian Outreach Ministry.

contact the Mentzers, who attend the same church
some of us do, to see if they could help. They lovingly agreed to help, and again, we will let the following
picture tell the rest of the story.

This ministry has been going on for many years on a shoestring budget. The fact that it has lasted this long (26 years)
and has been effective in reaching millions with the gospel
can only be attributed to the truth that brother Melese has
been called by God to do this ministry. God’s provision for
this ministry has come─and continues to come─in many
different ways. We would like to emphasis one of the significant ways that God has been providing for EOM.
EOM has been greatly blessed with men and women who, Alan Shue is another brother who is always just a phone
over the years have given and continue to give of their time call away to solve problems with our phone system. When
and talents without cost to the ministry to make the day-today operations go smoothly. One such man is Tony Montag. He is one of the long-time friends and supporters of
this ministry. He, being a handy man, has put in numerous
hours fixing and working on things that have gone wrong
in our office. Just recently one of the toilets started leaking
and we called Tony and, well, we will let the picture finish
telling the story.

something goes wrong and the system goes down, Alan is
there to bring it up and running.

God sent Tom Knaub to the ministry to take care of
electrical and lighting issues. It is marvelous to witness
God’s name lifted up and honored through the joyful,
purposeful, obedient service of all these brothers and a
few others whom the Lord raised up over the years.
Another blessing that has been added to EOM this year is a
couple by the name of Ray and Pat Mentzer. For couple of
years we had noticed bricks on a portion of our exterior
walls were falling apart. Not having adequate finances to
take care of the problem, we prayed for God’s provision to
intervene. So, God, in His own time, prompted Richard
Naylor, EOM’s board member and regular volunteer, to
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving we would like to thank
God, who, time and again, continues to confirm to us
that He is in control of this ministry and challenges us to
continue to trust Him. He never ceases to amaze us. We
have been called to rest in His most powerful hands and
watch Him work. What a privilege! Thank you, God. 
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trol early. The response from the participants
office space and a good-sized hall where we could
was overwhelmingly positive, affirming and
conduct seminars and workshops. However, since we encouraging. Many have attested that the seminar was
found it hard to raise the necessary funds, we decided very important and timely. It was not uncommon to
to begin the work right away using rented facilities.
hear the words: “We have been waiting to hear powerful and timely teaching like this for a long time!
Five leadership seminars have been given so far on
When is the next one?”
important topics. We held our recent leadership trainWe are thankful that EOM can play a significant role
ing seminar in September 2008 on a topic entitled,
“The Dark Side of Leadership.” The main purpose of in the life of the Ethiopian church. We share these
the seminar is to help church leaders recognize and
things with you so that you can remain updated about
overcome the dark side in themselves. Though it is
how God is using EOM. It is people like you who
have enabled this ministry to continue to be one of
not publicly declared like it is in the West, we see
now, more often, moral failures of Christian leaders in God’s gracious means for spreading the Gospel to
the Ethiopian churches. The failure of Christian lead- Ethiopians for the last 26 years. We thank you again
ers is like a family secret that no one wants to talk
for your faithful interest and support. As we approach
about. This seminar is geared to give church leaders the end of 2008, may the celebration of Thanksgiving,
new insight in identifying their dark side and contrib- Christmas, and the New Year bring special joy,
uting causes as well as potential prevention skills. It strength, and vision to your hearts. Have a joyful
is true that leaders will be stronger and more able to
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and a blessed New
escape the dangers of collapse if they become aware
Year. 
of dark areas in their lives and bring them under conMelese Wogu

Continued from page 1

 For a fruitful ministry trip of brother Melese, for answering all the prayers offered on his behalf, for travel
mercies received, for the transformation of lives as a
result of God’s word preached and taught with the
power of the Holy Spirit.

 Timely completion of the production of the Amharic

Praise to God for…





Audio Bible.

His guidance in the work He assigned us to do.
His continued provision.

Please pray for…

The many prayers offered on behalf of EOM.

 America, for the nation and for the church that all

Encouragement we receive regularly—your phone
calls, e-mails, notes, and testimonies of God working
in the lives of believers...we are grateful to all of you.

would earnestly seek the face of the Lord for His
mercy and protection over the land and the people.

 Peace and stability in Ethiopia. Pray for unity in the
body of Christ to bring comfort and hope in Jesus
Christ to the people in these difficult times. Pray for
wisdom for the Church in the developed countries as
to how they can help the churches in Ethiopia.

 The generous hearts and hands of EOM’s partners.
This quarter, a few of you responded to God’s prompting to send in your gift. Praise His name for His obedient children.

 The lives that are touched and transformed by the

 The persecuted Christians in Eritrea. Imprisonment
and torture of hundreds of Christ’s followers are still
reported. Pray for perseverance, comfort, and victory
over the enemy.

message of the gospel. For the teaching and equipping of His servants who are extending God’s grace in
their communities and beyond.

 Those thousands of Ethiopians who drew encourage-

 For EOM’s operating budget, that God would continue

ment and strength from God’s word proclaimed over
our radio broadcasts and through the various printed
and recorded messages…Glory and honor to our
God!!!
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to supply what we need. It has been difficult financially due to a drop in giving as the nation struggles
with economic issues.

~ Thank you for praying. ~
Ethiopian Outreach Ministry
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more obliged than ever to be his witnesses. The
parallel with ancient Israel is too clear not to be
frightening. Like those first "God's People", we
receive the nations as they pass among us. More
than they suspect, we have something they need
and Dr. Melese and EOM are the point folks the
The interruption of Lord Jesus Christ has placed among them. And
we, with our interest in Ethiopia whatever its
our more than
twenty years of ser- source, are as compelled by the Holy Spirit as our
vice in Ethiopia is a EOM friends to keep up our support until He
mere circumstance. tells us otherwise.
Rev. & Mrs. Vandevort
The network of
The Lord's direction confriendships with Ethiopians, growing in both
tinues; That same Spirit
countries, continues to mark our lives. A series of is sending Dr. Melese
continuing returns for leadership training
back to his roots with
courses keeps us "going home" to a place prenew energy for Chrispared for us and welcoming us.
tians who had slipped
the Lord turned out
to have a lot of
growing spiritually
in company with
Ethiopian friends.

into satisfaction with familiar forms. The need is
for training – the training of trainers. The ongoing work of equipping
the saints for the work of ministry!
An Ethiopian missionary to Ethiopians! This is what we and our missionMark your calendar… it is on
ary colleagues had envisioned and
Saturday, May 2nd, 2009 (12 noon to 6 p.m.) worked for years ago. What a confirmation of the Lord's will and presNews and Views is a quarterly publication of Ethiopian
ence!

And now many Ethiopians live here in our country, finding more than they bargained for. The
Lord has not changed his call to us. We just respond in a different way. We Christians are even

Outreach Ministry. Board of Directors: Dr. Melese Wogu,
Executive Director, Mike Parthree, President, Rev. Steve
Almquist, Secretary, Richard E. Snyder, Treasurer, Dr. Nelson
Lehman, Richard D. Naylor, Shawle Wehibe
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What a cuisine of the Spirit! And a
Saturday meal at Salunga is just the
appetizer. 
Ethiopian Outreach Ministry
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